Quilchena Elementary PAC Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, April 20th, 2016

[bookmark: _GoBack]Attendees: Ivan Tse (Chair), Jean Gross (Vice-Chair), Susan Tse (Secretary), Janet Powell (Principal), Sandra Nixon (Trustee), Farah Kanani, Kristina Lee, Lee Luong, Lily Luong, Lana Quay, Valerie Reynolds, Jennyfer Tan, Jindy Uppal, Crystal Valdez

1. Call to Order
· Meeting called to order at 6:33 p.m.

2. Welcome & Introductions

3. Approval of the Minutes
· MOTION: Crystal moved that the agenda be adopted as written. Seconded by Valerie. All in favour. Carried.

4. Adoption of the Agenda
· MOTION: Crystal moved that the agenda be adopted as written. Seconded by Jen. All in favour. Carried.

5. Special Guest – Jaclyn from Boston Pizza
· Boston Pizza at Ackroyd & No. 3 Road
· Earn-back program – Quilchena is registered but not very active. When you dine in or take out/delivery and write “Quilchena” on the back of the receipt, drop it into the red mailbox and we will give 10% of bill back to the school. Important to drop receipt into the red mailbox!
· Jacklyn brought pizza coupons for kids at school
· Spread the word to family and friends! If you are with a large group (e.g. baseball team) that is not registered, can write “Quilchena” on the receipt and earn money for the school!

6. Business Arising from Minutes (Old Business)
· Clothing Drive Report – collected 171 bags and raised $513 for the school! Well done, everyone!

7. Treasurer’s Report – (Bonnie Chuter absent)
· See attachment.

8. Principal’s Report – Janet Powell
· 2 Syrian families have joined Quilchena – plea for items including an adult woman’s bike; anyone who wants to donate gift cards, runners, etc. please let the office know
· Jeans Day – April 28th – can buy buttons for $5 towards Children’s Hospital
· May 2nd – Curriculum Implementation Day – students do not attend school
· May 3rd – Track Meet for Gr. 3 – 7 – parent volunteers welcome!
· June 22nd – Beach Day
· Biennale project – Div. 1-4 – students investigating identify, place and time. Process has been uplifting. Project will be complete for 40th anniversary celebration.
· School Closures
· We are on list of 16 schools considered for school closures
· Province has said schools need to be at 95% capacity to receive funding for seismic upgrades; 4-5 schools need to be closed for this to happen
· Reviewed report sent to us from the Board – includes maps of land and ownership, regular catchment area, 15 minute walkshed (walking distance to school), resident locations of enrolled students, facility condition projected maintenance cost, seismic and building envelope
· Committee has met twice, meet again on Friday, presentation on Monday
· Schools that will close will do so in June 2017, but building may be used.
· Sandra Nixon present to answer any questions
· At Open Houses, will be scenarios presented that need public feedback
· Once closures are announced, will try to move kids in their cohort groups
· Need has been identified to build a school in city centre; funds from selling Steveston can be used towards this
· Value of land that schools are on are not driving factors of which schools will close
· District as a whole is 83% capacity in schools
· Question asked: When schools are filled at 95% capacity, where will programs such as Strong Start or Preschools go? Don’t have answer to this yet – putting question to the province for sure.
· 2 numbers for capacity – operating capacity and building capacity
· Why are the high schools not considered for closure? Geography is a big factor. Elementary schools under consideration first, then boundaries may change, affecting numbers for high schools. Then once dust has settled, high school closures may be considered if needed.
· Feel free to email Sandra if you have questions – can find her email on the Let’s Talk website.

9. Committee Reports & Correspondence
Food Days – (Jane Cyr, Michelle Woo absent)
· Absent, no report
· Food pre-orders for 40th anniversary will be sent home soon.

Food for Kids – (Laura Rodgers absent)
· Cupboard is stocked.

Fundraising – Jean Gross
· Meat sale made over $300
Richmond District Parent Association (RDPA) Reps –Jane Cyr & Jaime Matheos
· Crystal & Val attended – very good information presented; if your schedule allows for it, strongly encourage you to attend
· Talked about EA shortage – district will provide a course in July, and by Nov, EAs will be ready to work in schools; part-time course also will be available
40th Anniversary Committee – Susan Tse
· Focus is getting volunteers to sign up – sheets posted on bulletin boards
· Note: Check bylaws for what happens to PAC funds if school closes?

10. New Business
· Staff Appreciation Tea – selected date: Wed. June 8th  

11. Announcements/Reminders
· Long Range Facilities Plan Public Open House 6:30 – 8:30 p.m. Drop-in format, so you don’t need to stay the entire time. Will see options for school closures and have opportunity to provide feedback and ask questions. We encourage you to attend!!
· Tues. May 17th – Steveston/London
· Wed. May 18th – Palmer
· Thurs. May 19th – Boyd (hoping that many Quilchena parents can attend on this day)



Next meeting:   Wed. May 18th, 2016  6:30 – 8:00 p.m. in the school library. West Richmond Community Centre Staff will be there to run Open Gym for the kids!


12. Adjournment at 8:06 p.m.
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